Oliver Plans Italian Chain
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After tackling school dinners, Jamie Oliver is heading for the high street. The celebrity chef is planning to launch a chain of Italian restaurants, the first of which is due to open in Bath in six months time.

The eateries will be called Jamie’s Italian and will offer a range of basic Italian food at affordable prices.

Oliver said he and his business partners, who include Ian Neill, chairman of noodle-bar chain Wagamama, are raising £7.5m to fund the launch of the first restaurants, and that he has invested £500,000 of his own money. There are plans to have 20 sites open in cities across the country within five years.

The restaurants will be open for breakfast, lunch and dinner and are expected to offer competition to Italian chains such as Strada and Carluccio’s.

Oliver said “What we’re doing is really beautiful, vibrant, local, quality restaurants in great university cities … and hopefully we can get ‘Billy from Bognor” trying a few things.”
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