A PIECE OF CHOCOLATE HEAVEN AT MILSOM PLACE, BATH

The weekend of 5th and 6th December promises to be action packed at Milsom Place in Bath with their annual Chocolate Festival as well as a new event “Christmas 09 @ Milsom Place by Handmade in Britain”. The Chocolate Festival, now in its fourth year, has become a firm fixture for chocolate enthusiasts of all ages with plenty of sampling and the chance to buy gorgeous edible gifts.  The event takes place in the courtyards of Milsom Place from 10.00 am until 5.00 pm. 
Milsom Place has become a favourite venue for Christmas shopping, meeting friends for a festive celebration and now Handmade in Britain has chosen it for their first Christmas showcase in Bath.  Fifty of Britain’s most talented designers will be selling their hand crafted jewellery, fashion and home wares in the Octagon on 5th and 6th December.

PERSONALISED CHOCOLATE BY AFFECTIONERY  

affectionery® is brand new and being launched at the Milsom Place Chocolate Festival. Available online, affectionery® has created  personalised premium hand-finished Belgian chocolates.  Customers can write a message, choose their favourite chocolates and even personalise their gift by uploading their own photos behind each chocolate. The packaging is modern, vibrant and tactile and deliberately sets itself apart from the traditional “brown and gold look” and there are over 30 chocolates to choose from. 

PERFECTLY SCULPTED IN CHOCOLATE

ChoconChoc has created an art form from the very finest Belgian Callebaut chocolate.  This father and daughter business based in Rode near Bath has attracted some “A” list celebrity custom creating chocolate models of Midford Castle for Nicholas Cage and of Highfield for Prince Charles.  Less grand in scale but no less appealing are their chocolate farm animals and boxes of perfectly formed chocolate snowflakes, baubles, stars and teddies, exquisite stocking fillers. Flo Dunlop (27), Chief Chocolate Lady at ChoconChoc says “when people see our chocolates a smile will come to their face, but we know when they bite into it they will be smiling inside.”  Creativity knows no bounds in the chocolate world and Doctor Indulgence’s Chocolate First Aid Kit and Emergency Bar will strike a chord with chocoholics.
CHOCOLATE PIGS AND PUSSYCATS
Rococo’s confections look as good as they taste.  For a truly extravagant present, order a hamper.  The Nebuchadnezzar hamper contains enough chocolate to keep you going until Lent.  Looking for a mouth watering gift, then try Rococo’s special drums containing chichi di café, coffee flavoured dark chocolate coffee beans. Which child could resist a “gorgeous ginger pussycat or “hand painted milk chocolate pig”?
CHOCOLATE FOR DESIGNER DIVAS

Chocochic produce fashion-inspired gift boxes filled with delicious gourmet confectionery. Packaged in “Tiffany” blue this is designer chocolate with attitude.  Take the wraps off a package of creamy caramels or nutty nougat or perfect, hand- decorated mini eggs in white and milk Belgian chocolate.
STOCKING FILLERS AND SENSUAL TREATS

Top London department stores like Selfridges and Harrods sell Somerset based James’ Chocolates. Managing Director, James Hutchins says that they specialise in “original, quirky, visually attractive chocolate made with the highest quality ingredients.”Innovative flavours include rose, Moroccan mint, Thai chilli and black peppercorn. Fresh cream truffles in a handmade box make perfect presents or, for the children, hand painted farmyard pigs, fish or festive spruce trees.
MICHELIN STARRED INSPIRATION

Damian Allsop, a former pastry chef at top Michelin starred restaurants , has re-invented chocolate by creating a water based ganache.  His “gastronomic revolution” has a purer, more intense flavour with a lighter fresher texture . Specialities include passionfruit and coffee flavour changers that change flavour as you eat them;  raspberry and choclate spread; orange confit enrobed on 70 per cent dark chocolate and muscavado salted caramels. If you want a talking point after dinner be sure to serve Damian Allsop Chocolates with your coffee.

CHRISTMAS PUDDINGS FROM THE PUDDING SHOP
The Pudding Shop is a family business creating the most delicious steamed puddings including spotted dick, ginger, lemon, chocolate and marmalade.  Their Christmas pudding combines the best ingredients and is slowly steamed to perfection and bursting with flavour.  
Milsom Place will be open for late night shopping with festive entertainment on Thursday evenings until 7.00 pm from 3rd December and until 9.00 pm on 26th November when Nicolas Cage will be switching in Bath’s Christmas lights. One of Bath’s top choirs, The City of Bath Bach Choir will be singing Christmas carols on 10th December 2009 with a guest appearance by their Junior Choir.
For a special meal with friends or the office “end of year” celebration, the restaurants at Milsom Place ; Solo Pizza, the Moon and Sixpence and Jamie’s Italian are serving festive fare and special menus but book early to secure a table. 
For information visit www.milsomplace.co.uk or call 01225 789040.
For media information, please contact Nicky Hancock at Hancock Communications on Tel: 01225 332299 or e-mail:nicky@hancockcomm.com. 
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The L&R Group

The L&R Group is a private group of companies whose directors, unusually, have extensive previous experience in the ownership of retail, catering and other leisure businesses, as well as their current property interests. They are often involved with town centre initiatives and currently Operations Director,  Sarah Mansfield,  chairs the boards of City Centre Management Partnership and is a member of the Board of and Bath Tourism Plus. The head office is based in Bath.

The L&R Group specialises in the creation and management of new destinations within sensitive, complex and historic town centres. Their particular brand of development has involved discovering and opening up new routes and frontages and the refurbishment and integration of listed buildings to create one-off, retail-led environments. Notable developments include Windsor (Windsor Royal Station) which rejuvenated an area focussed on a Grade II* Listed Victorian railway station in front of Windsor Castle introducing  8 new restaurants and 25 new shops into the town and connecting its main shopping streets,  and Bath (Milsom Place) where an existing 1980’s shopping centre has been refurbished and linked into a network of new ‘streets’ and listed buildings on adjoining land to create an ‘estate’ forming the heart of the city’s prime retail area. 

